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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Amended) A support system for portp ctandardlEat i on for selecting 
standanJ parts from plural candidate parts fpf pgrts ^nt^^rdxzaVon determlnatlgp. 
which comprises: 

a first database storage for storing data representing attributes of the plural 
candidate parts. 

a second datat>ase storage for storing standardization parameter data 
representing criteria useable during analysis as to which candidate part of the Plural 
candidate parts should be selected as a standard part, thot oro critoria on judgmont 
whether tho p l ura l parts are standard parte or not, 

an accumulation range input device to set a prede temiined accumulation 
parameter range to be used with respect to a subject parame ter of interest. 

an accumulation unit to use data from the first database storage to 
accumulate, for each selected parameter value of a plurality of selected parameter 
values, an accumulation totai con-espondino to ones of the plural candidate Parte 
having actual parameters falling within the predetermine d accumulation range as 
measured from the selected parameter value, so as to determine a piuralltv Of 
accumulation totals con-esDondina respecHvelv to the plurality of selected parameter 
values, and 

^ standard parts judoing unit to compare ones of the plurality of accumulation 
\ (fta\s to each other, to select which candidate p art is selected as the standard part. 
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Q noarby rongo i nput dovico for proporing a noarby rango data upon inputting 
of numoral& ' OorrQcponding to a param e tor nonno. and 

a estandard parte judging opparatuo forjudg i ng whcthor tho plural parto oro 
ctandard pnrto or not, baoctl v i p^P H^fnhnrnr^ r»nnrinrriiyatinn pnmmGt i ^r d a ta 
and noarby range data. 

2- (Amended) The support system as defined In claim 1, which ftJrther 
comprises a display for displaying the standardization parameter data. 

3. (Amended) The support system as defined in claim 1 . wherein at least one 
nf the standardization parameter data co nresoonds to one of the attributes 
represented within the first database storage, and the actual parametqrg are aCtUal 
attribute values of the plural candidate parts, and w herein the predetermined 
ac3cumulation parameter range is a numerical value reor esentino a maximum 
allowable deviation of an attribute value as mea sured from the selected parameter 
value in order to be accumulated into the accumulation total, tho otandord parte aro 
oxohongeablo with ao many parts as po s sible, and aro onoo that hav e much off e ct of 
roduot l on I n ooot of dooigning or product i on ae po s eibloi wheroln tho databas e s a r e 
numerals leprooonting contouro of tho parto, and wh e r ei n tho n e arby range data 
Gonstituto pa i ro of tho parametor nam e and tho inputted numorale, rooolv i ng i nputting 
of the par a motor nam e s a nd tho num e ral si 

4-12. (Canceled) 
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13. (New) The support system as defined In claim 1. wherein the 
accumulation total having a largest accumulation total Is used to select which 
candidate part is selected as the standard part. 

14. (New) The support system as defined in daim 1, which comprises a 
display for displaying data for the candidate part selected as the standard part. 

15. (New) The support system as defined in daim 1, wherein at least one of 
the standardization parameter data indudes production quantity data corresponding 
to the plural candidate parts, wherein the accumulation unit uses the production 
quantity data to accumulate each of the accumulation totals. 

16. (New) The support system as defined in daim 1 , wherein at least one of 
the standardization parameter data includes cost of processing data corresponding 
to the plural candidate parts, wherein the accumulation unit uses the cost of 
processing data to accumulate each said accumulation total. 

17. (New) The support system as defined in daim 1 , wherein at least one of 
the standardization parameter data indudes purchase price data conresponding to 
the plural candidate parts, wherein the eccumuiation unit uses the purchase price 
data to accumulate each said accumulation total. 
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1 8. (New) A support method for selecting standard parts from plural 
candidate parts for parts standardization detemilnatlon, which comprises: 
storing data representing attributes of the plural candidate parts, 
storing standardization parameter data representing criteria useable during 
analysis as to which candidate part of the plural candidate parts should be selected 

as a standard part, 

setting a predetermined accumulation parameter range to be used with 
respect to a subject parameter of interest, 

accumulating, for each selected parameter value of a plurality of selected 
parameter values, an accumulation total oon^spondlng to ones of the plural 
candidate parts having actual parameters falling within the predeterniined 
accumulation range as measured ftom the selected parameter value, so as to 
detennine a plurality of accumulation totals con^espondlng respectively to the 
plurality of selected parameter values, and 

comparing ones of the plurality of accumulation totals to each other, to select 
which candidate part is selected as the standard part. 

19. (New) The support method as defined in claim 18, which comprises 
displaying the standardization parameter data on a display. 

20. (New) The support method as defined in claim 18, wherein at least one of 
the standardization parameter data corresponds to one of the attributes of the plural 
candidate parts, and the actual parameters are actual attribute values of the plural 
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candidate parts, and wherein the predetermined accumulation parameter range Is a 
numerical value representing a maximum allowable deviation of an attribute value as 
measured from th© selected parameter value in order to be accumulated into the 
accumulation total. 

21 . (New) The support method as defined in daim 18, which comprises using 
the accumulation total having a largest accumulation total to select which candidate 
part Is selected as the standard part. 

22. (New) The support method as defined in claim 18, which comprises 
displaying data for the candidate part selected as the standard part on a display. 

23. (New) The support method as defined in claim 18, wherein at least one of 
the standardization parameter data includes production quantity data corresponding 
to the plural candidate parts, wherein the production quantity data is used to 
accumulate each of the accumulation totals. 



24. (New) The support method as defined in daim 18, wherein at least one of 
the standardization parameter data includes cost of processing data corresponding 
to the plural candidate parts, wherein the cost of processing data is used to 
accumulate each sard accumulation total. 
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25- (New) The support method as defined in claim 18. wherein at least one of 
the standardization parameter data Indudee purchase price data connesponding to 
the plural candidate parts, wherein the purchase price data is used to accumulate 
each said accumulation total. 

26. (New) A machine-readable medium containing at least one sequence of 
instructions to assist in selecting standard parts from plural candidate parts for parts 
standardization determination, the sequence of Instruction, when executed, cases a 
machine to: 

allow storing of data representing attributes of the plural candidate parts, 

allow storing of standardization parameter data representing criteria useable 
during analysis as to which candidate part of the plural candidate parts should be 
selected as a standard part, 

allow setting of a predetermined accumulation parameter range to be used 
with respect to a subject parameter of interest, 

accumulate, for each selected parameter value of a plurality of selected 
parameter values, an accumulation total con^esponding to ones of the plural 
candidate parts having actual parameters failing within the predetermined 
accumulation range as measured from the selected parameter value, so as to 
determine a plurality of accumulation totals con-esponding respectively to the 
plurality of selected parameter values, and 

compare ones of the plurality of accumulation totals to each other, to select 
which candidate part is selected as the standard part. 
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27. (New) The machine-readable medium as defined In claim 26, wherein the 
sequence of instniction, when executed, cases the machine to: 

display the standardization parameter data on a display. 

28. (New) The machine-readable medium as defined in daim 26. wherein at 
least one of the standardization parameter data con^sponds to one of the attributes 
of the plural candidate parts, and the actuai parameters are actual attribute values of 
the plural candidate parts, and wherein the predetermined accumulation parameter 
range is a numerical value representing a maximum allowable deviation of an 
attribute value as measured from the selected parameter value in order to be 
accumulated into the accumulation total. 

29. (New) The machine-readable medium as defined In claim 26, wherein the 
sequence of instruction, when executed, cases the machirie to: 

use the accumulation total having a largest accumulation total to select which 
candidate part is selected as the standard part. 

30. (New) The machine-readable medium as defined in cialm 26, wherein the 
sequence of instruction^ when executed, cases the machine to: 

display data for the candidate part selected as the standard part on a display. 

31. (New) The machine-readable medium as defined in claim 26, wherein at 
least one of the standardization parameter data includes production quantity data 
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corresponding to the plural candidate parts, wherein the production quantity data Is 
used to accumulate each of the accumulation totals. 

32. (New) The machine-readable medium as defined in daim 26, wherein at 
least one of the standardization parameter data includes cost of processing data 
conresponding to the plural candidate parts, wherein the cost of processing data is 
used to accumulate each said accumulation total. 

33. (New) The machine-^readable medium as defined in daim 26, wherein at 
least one of the standardization parameter data includes purchase price data 
con^ponding to the plural candidate parts, wherein the purchase price data is used 
to accumulate each said accumulation total. 
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